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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 

  Project  
Duration 

Planned 
number 

of 
people 

Total  
requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  
received  
(in USD) 

Total 
Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  
Net Funding 

Requirements 
(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

DEV 200119 Country 
Programme Burundi 

Jan 2011–
Dec 2016 

610,060 104,704,558 53,123,023 
  

51% 
 

- 
 

Multilateral, 
Netherlands, 
Burundi, Germany 
and Canada 

PRRO 200655: 
Assistance to Refugees 
and Vulnerable Food 
Insecure Populations 

Jul 2014–
Jun 2016 

848,000 69,753,058 29,448,980 42% 14,927,752 USA, Multilateral, 
European 
Commission, UN 
CERF and Norway 

*January – June 2016 

Summary of WFP assistance: 

To support the Government’s development agenda, WFP developed a Country Strategy, implemented through a 
Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) and a Country Programme (CP) to progressively shift the emphasis of 
interventions from relief and recovery to longer term objectives to address some of the root causes of food insecurity. 
The programmatic tools developed are consistent with the government's Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper II (2012-
2016) and the United Nations Development Assistance Framework for 2012-2016. Gender considerations are a part of 
all WFP interventions from targeting to implementation, monitoring and evaluation.  
 
The relief operation contributes to Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 1, 2,3,4,5 and 7 by providing food assistance 
to refugees and returnees; malnourished pregnant and nursing women and children below five years of age; school 
children in areas with a high concentration of returnees; vulnerable people living in social institutions; and other food 
insecure populations. Through the nutrition component, WFP will target both men and women for nutrition outreach 
activities, counselling and nutrition sensitisation.    
 
The Country Programme contributes to MDGs 1 and 7 through school meals programme to pre- and primary school 
children; nutrition programmes to treat moderate acute malnutrition for children below 5 years, pregnant and nursing 
women, moderately malnourished people living with HIV and prevention of stunting for children below two years; and 
support to agriculture, natural resource management and skills training to foster community recovery and 
development.  

 
 

  

WFP’s Burundi Country Strategy has three strategic 
priorities: (1) food and nutrition security; (2) capacity 
development of government institutions; and (3) 
humanitarian response action. WFP addresses: chronic and 
acute malnutrition among children below five years, 
pregnant and breast feeding women; short-term hunger 
among school children through the provision of school 
meals; and reduces vulnerability to shocks by supporting 
asset creation activities though the cash and food assistance 
for assets programmes. WFP provides food and nutrition 
assistance to refugees from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Burundian returnees and Burundians expelled from 
neighbouring countries. WFP plans to expand new initiatives 
including cash-based transfers, home grown school feeding, 
purchase for progress and food fortification. WFP has been 
present in Burundi since 1968. 

 
A blanket supplementary feeding programme distribution in Makamba 
Province.                                                             P
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP partnered with Burundi Red Cross to distribute food to people affected by the ongoing crisis in Kirundo, Makamba 
and Bujumbura. WFP established a partnership with International Medical Corps for nutrition activities to support 
targeted supplementary feeding programmes for treatment of moderate acute malnutrition and blanket supplementary 
feeding programme for prevention of stunting.  For the relief operation, WFP is partnering with the Ministries of 
Agriculture, Education and the National Office for the Protection of Refugees and Stateless Persons in the Ministry of 
Interior; UNHCR; International Rescue Committee (IRC), World Vision International, CED-CARITAS Burundi and various 
community based organisations. Distribution of cash based assistance for fresh food was implemented in partnership 
with the Banque Commerciale du Burundi (BANCOBU), a local commercial bank. WFP partnered with IRC to deliver food 
assistance in the form of hot meals and a return food package to Burundian returnees. WFP partnered with UNICEF for 
nutrition activities. Under school feeding, the government, through the Ministry of Education continues to provide 
support by overseeing implementation through a ministerial committee and the provincial directorates for Education. 
Welthungerhilfe has continued to make a significant contribution to school feeding by covering much of the 
implementation costs. The Ministry of Health, World Vision International, and UN agencies play an important role in the 
implementation of nutrition interventions. WFP is partnering with IFAD on the implementation of the food fortification 
project, launched in 2014. The Ministry of Health and Fight against AIDS also partnered with WFP in the provision of 
food assistance to ART clients. 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Burundi is emerging from a decade and a half of socio-political conflict 
and continues to face food security and nutrition challenges. It is a 
resource poor, low income and food deficit country. According to the 
2014 Global Hunger Index report, the country has the highest levels of 
hunger in sub-Saharan Africa, with a global index score of 35.6. The 
2014 UNDP Human Development Report ranks Burundi 180 out of 187 
countries. Poverty is widespread, with 90–95 percent of the population 
living on less than USD 2 per day, particularly in rural areas. There is 
high pressure on land due to population density, which is the highest in 
Africa (310 inhabitants/km2), due to rapid population growth (2.8 
percent in 2012). Food security and nutrition indicators have worsened 
over the last six months, since the political crisis started. In October 
2015, WFP and partners conducted an  EFSA in six provinces (Bujumbura 
mairie, Bujumbura rural, Makamba, Kirundo, Rumonge and Cibitoke) 
indicates that 19.5 percent households are food insecure, of whom 18.5 
percent moderately food insecure and 1 percent severely food insecure. 
The assessment showed poor global acute malnutrition (GAM) in 
Bujumbura rural (7 percent) and Rumonge (5.5 percent). The average 
national stunting prevalence is as high as 49.6 percent, and most 
provinces in the north and east of the country have even higher rates 
ranging between 50 and 60 percent. Even if insecurity and violence 
ended quickly, the crisis and its socio-economic consequences have already generated new humanitarian needs that 
require urgent attention from the immediate to medium term. For instance, there will be a need to facilitate the return 
and reintegration of hundred thousand Burundians who are currently seeking refuge in neighbouring countries. 
Furthermore, the El Nino phenomenon threatening the East-African region and a possible unfavorable socio-political 
context in neighbouring DR Congo due to the upcoming elections may further increase humanitarian needs in the 
country. Agriculture is the backbone of the economy, which accounts for approximately 35 percent of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) and 90 percent of the population's income, is dominated by subsistence farmers who depend heavily on 
their crop production to meet their food and income needs. The poorest and most vulnerable communities generally 
depend and often live on marginal lands. Following the prevailing insecurity, people have been internally displaced, and 
more than 200,000 Burundians have sought refuge in neighbouring countries. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 
• In October, WFP and partners (FAO, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Husbandry and Ministry of Health) launched an 
Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) in six 
provinces (Kirundo, Makamba, Rumonge, Cibitoke, 
Bujumbura Mairie and Bujumbura Rural) most affected by 
the ongoing crisis. The EFSA concluded that about 645,000 
people in the affected provinces are food insecure. Of 
these, about 35,000 people are severely food insecure and 
require urgent emergency food assistance. The assessment 
also showed an increase in global acute malnutrition (GAM) 
rates among children below 5 years of age from 3.4 
percent in February 2014 to 3.6 percent. Even though, the 
GAM rates are not alarming, there is need to strengthen 
treatment and prevention of moderate acute malnutrition 
to prevent a deterioration in the nutrition situation. 
• In November, the country office assisted 9,930 pregnant 
women and breastfeeding mothers and 10,330 children 
aged 6-23 months through the blanket supplementary 
feeding programme (BSFP) in Busoni commune, Kirundo 
province. This intervention was extended to Makamba 
Province targeting an additional 2,500 children and 3,000 
pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers. The blanket 
supplementary feeding programme is aimed at preventing 
acute malnutrition and is currently being implemented 
alongside the targeted supplementary feeding programme.   

• During the reporting period, the security situation 
inside the country continued to be a concern as armed 
incidents between security forces and armed groups 
escalated in the capital Bujumbura. Overall, WFP 
operations were not affected by the security situation 
as most of them are implemented outside Bujumbura. 

• General food distributions to targeted vulnerable 
people affected by the crisis were completed on 3 
October in Kirundo, Bujumbura Mairie and Makamba 
Provinces. Unfortunately, the food distributions were 
suspended because of resource shortfalls. 

• In October, humanitarian agencies revised the Burundi 
Humanitarian Contingency Plan given the potential for 
the crisis to continue, or even escalate. The revised 
plan, published on 13 October, requires more than USD 
32.5 million from September 2015 to January 2016 to 
prepare and respond to the humanitarian needs of up 
to 400,000 Burundians. As part of the revised 
contingency plan, WFP, together with FAO, will require 
USD 11.3 million for food security and livelihood 
preparedness and response actions targeting 300,000 
people. For logistics, WFP and partners will require 
additional 10 mobile storage units and 10 trucks to 
supplement the existing logistics capacity in the 
country at a cost of USD 2.5 million.  


